Patsy MacPherson  aged  80 + 

Now lives with her daughter May, grandson Andrew, and Roddy MacDiarmid – May’s partner,  in the Kilmorich  Housing Estate.

Interviewed by Alice Beattie and Dot Chalmers,  at Here We Are.

Transcribed by Christina Noble

She is the widow of Willie MacPherson died 1992 , joiner on Ardkinglas Estate. He was the  son of Mrs  Dugal  MacPherson died xxx, and he  was the younger brother of Donald MacPherson, died 2007,  shepherd on Ardkinglas and then Strone Estate.  (There was another brother  Joyey)

She is the mother of Bill, Geordie and May. 

“Willie was at the school, then he went to the joinery at Ardkinglas estate,  then he went to the war.  Yes he worked with Ardkinglas estate before he went to the war.  He was away at the war was it 7 years  ?

So he came to Upper Croitachonie,  with his mum and dad and the 3 boys. 

…it was before the war I met him. 

 He came home from the war and he started working with Jimmy Carmichael  in Inveraray,  then Mr Noble came and asked him to come back to Cairndow.

I came to Croitachonie Cairndow in ‘48

So when you moved up from Inveraray in 1948 how did you get here ?

Well Willie  and I came in the bus then Willie and Donald went for the furniture.  I was in my bed ill.

 So what did they bring it in ? 

The estate lorry I think.  

Do you know who went for it ?

Jimmy Stewart, he was the head joiner.  

Yes the house was right on the old road.

Was there a lot of vehicles on the road ?

Oh god aye, it was quite busy.  I remember when the games was on it was about 30 busses on that old road.  And we used to go up to the Bendarroch bridge and sit and watch them at the corner there.

Which Croitachonie was that  that you came to ?

Where you were, Dot,  Campbell’s cottage as it is now

I was there till  I went to Church Cottage in 1964

You and Willie and Bill and Geordie ?

Bill stayed with Donald and Elma, (sister and brother in law) then when we came up he came to us Geordie was born in Inveraray, he was just born (in Inveraray)  when we came up here.   May was born at Croitachonie

What did the cottage look like ?

A wreck.  There had been workmen in it, they were working in the forestry.    There was no power in it, it was oil lamps we had . Then they put the power in in 1950. There was no water in it.

Where did you get the water ?

The burn, with a bucket, Mrs Callander  (next door neighbour) got her water at the burn too.

I did my  washing at the burn.  And then Willie got a boiler  and a big beer  barrel – for rain water.  And then I did my washing in the house

We had no water in the house and no toilet.  

Was there a dry toilet ?

yes it was an Elsan.   

What was the house like ?

A living room and a sitting room downstairs. 

When you came in the front you went to the right to the living room and to the left to the big room we used that as a bedroom.  And we had 2 wee rooms up the stair and skylights. And it was a ladder we had to go up the stair. (the ladder was out of the lobby as you came in)

Did you have fires in the rooms ?   

There was old fashioned fires.  Fireplace in the other front room. Nothing upstairs.  When you went through the living room, through the living room  to the  back door to the outside, no kitchen , just a wee cupboard like in  the living room.

When you went out the back door was there a garden ? 

Oh yes I had a big garden and we had where the cows were, ..  the byre.  Yes that’s what we did later on we had a bathroom  I got a kitchenette built on.  

Can you remember when they put the kitchen and that on ?

It would be about ‘52  before May was born.

And we got 2 new windows  out the back  and we got a stair then.  

Then we got the Trueburn  that heated the water.  Then they put in the power in 1950.    The water was in 52.  And the upstairs windows was in 1955

When you did n’t have power what did you use ?

Oil lamps, or candles the tilly and the wee oil  double burners .

We had the  black range to cook on, for coal or sticks, and then they put the Trueburn through in the back and an ordinary fireplace in the living room when they did it up.  

And when you got electricity did you get heaters ? 

We never got heaters at all.  

When did you get heaters ?   when you bought them yourselves, only now in the the last 10 years or so . 

There was no heating upstairs.

Did you use the fireplace in the downstairs  room ?  

Oh yes we used it.

And hot water bottle for heating the beds ?  Rubber ones or the stone ?

Rubber ones.

The byre was made the bathroom and the kitchen was added on.  

Was there any other outbuildings out the back there ?

There was a shed, Willie built a big shed,  Willie had his workshop and garden shed.

I can remember when we were there, there was a massive shed with a corrugated roof, (Dot)

Yes, I think Willie built that.  There was one built onto the house, just a lean to.

At  Croitachonie, when May was born,  what was it like preparing for the baby ?  And how did the nurse and the doctor get there ? Who was there with you  ?

Nurse Shearer  and Doctor Dougie.  

There was the water in then 

So there was n’t that boiling of the kettles and things.  So how did you get in contact with the doctor or the nurse ? was there a telephone ?

No we had no telephones, we had to come down to the Post Office.

So who done that ?  Can you remember who came down and phoned for the nurse ?

Archie,  Archie Callander from next door.  

On his bicycle ?  

No in his car, he had a car.  Because Willie was away at a shinty match.  

So was there any way of getting in contact with Willie ?   

No, just waited til he came home.  

Was May born by then ?

No that was the Saturday night and it was the Sunday morning before she was born.

Which room was she born in ?

She was born in the big* room.

When the doctor came up he said “Oh you’ll be a long time yet,  I’m a way out for a walk”   You know Dr Dougie.

And by the time he came back she was born ?  

Aha.      And then he had her all rolled up in a bit blanket and he went away out to the living room and Elma  and Mrs Keith were  out there.  And xxxxx  (laughter some joke ??)

And Mrs Keith was shouting “the wain’ll get the cauld”   you know Mrs Keith.

Oh its changed days now.

Is n’t it, and there would be no disposable nappies.

No no,  everything thing had to be boiled.

How long were you in bed ?

Oh about 3 weeks.

Were you not well ?

My leg all swelled up, she (the nurse)  thought I was going to take one of these white** legs.  

Did you have a car ?

No Donald and Elma had one but we had n’t.  Yes well, with the Landrover he got the use of that,  but there was an old lorry to start with.  Yes, he got the use of that.  They were quite good at letting them.

How did the children get to school ?

They had to walk down through the wood, down to the Square right to the school.  Then up across the field.  

Aha, eventually  they got bicycles.   And then at the end they got the Landrover,  you remember the school car came up to Drishaig for them.   The school car to Inveraray to the school, the High School.

Then (in later years) there was a bus came from Lochgoilhead and picked them up 

When you think of it nowadays they don’t know how lucky they are.

So when you came to Cairndow did you work anywhere  ?

I worked in the big house, occasionally. (Ardkinglas)  I was in the kitchen first and then I was up the stair with Grannie Luke (Ella)   for just two or three hours in the day.

What was she  ?

She was head ….   head housemaid   sh sh sh   (laughing)

She was strict ??

Granny  MacPherson (mother-in-law)  stayed in the big house after she gave up the wee lodge.  That was after Granpa MacPherson died.  She stayed in the big house because she used to milk the cows.  

I remember she stayed in the big house when I was there, she stayed in that wee end room.  (Alice)

She stayed at Ardkinglas and she used to come up to us every afternoon and then she would go back  down at night  to milk the cows.  Then when she retired she stayed with me.  

Then where did she go after ?

She died.   She ran away,  mind the night she ran away  ? oh god.  She was out nearly out all blooming night. Yes police were sent for.

She was found away down the wood above Pier cottage sitting below a big tree.

What took her to do that ?  

Just she was minded.

Yes I had a collie dog and a cat, one cat,  and hens a wee hen house out in the wood.  Tasia’s *** dogs killed most of them .

This is what happened all around

And a garden,  just a wee bit, he had no time for that.

Did you have flowers ?

 Lizzie always like the flowers,  she would come over and tell me what to do.  She was a good neighbour I got on fine with her.

So you think it was a hard life then ?

Oh, I would far rather than what it is now.  The neighbours were neighbours.  

You knew who they were, it was more village life then.

Oh I just had to shout if I need help with Granny and Lizzie  would be over like a shot. 

Where was your washing line ? 

 Just up the back of the house 

So who was your neighbours after Auntie Lizzie ?

When she moved away and then there was people mind,  they came from Lochgoilhead .. what was there ??   MacLeods  ?  Yes I think it was MacLeods.

And Elma and Donald  went first, they went to Clachan Bheag .  And then we went to Church cottage.

And why was that ?

Just Ben Coutts (the factor) asked us if we would like to go and we went.

A better house probably  and more convenient ?  

Aha and more convenient

D’you not remember Mrs Dougie never spoke to me ever since,  I put her out.

And where did she have to go ?

She went to the wee cottage at the head of the loch , Bridge Cottage.   And then they went away all together to .. Kilchrenan ?

Who were they then ? Dougie and Curly’s Mum and Dad they had been were at Croitachonie first.

No not in the same house as us, the one Elma and Donald had been in, where Willie’s father and mother had been. High Croitachonie we called it.

 When you flitted to Church Cottage who flitted you ?

 The wee lorry again,  Sam Keith and  Walter did he not ??    I think Willie had the wee lorry and Sam Keith had the jeep and the trailor.

Margaret and Netta  helped me clean when I went into Church cottage.  She (ie Mrs Cameron ) had the paper of that wall, she had the key off the cupboard  in the kicthenette, she had the key thrown in the fire in the Trueburn, when I was cleaning it,  I found the key.  And up the stair she had pulled it off,  the paper.  Same in every room.  Mararget and Netta helped me clean it up.

Was it a warmer house Croitachonie or Chuch cottage ?  

Well it depended how you fired them.

Did you get on with your neighbour in church cottage ?

Oh yes  I got on alright  with her.  

You were neighbours for a long time  You  did a lot for her too.

She was funny at times Ella but I got on fine with her.  I did get on with her.

She was awful good to Andrew.  She used to baby sit for Andrew, every Saturday night.

Those were the days when people went to the pub.  Now no one goes to the pub.

Then if I had the shinty boys in the evening,  then she would come in and she enjoyed herself, she would enjoy herself.

So you moved into church cottage in 1964, what was it like then 

It was alright, done up, it was done up before that for Willie Poops, (Thomson)  it was alright.  

What was it like , you come in the front door…………. ?

The living room was to the left and the big room was to the right.  

What was the living room like ?   What did you cook on ?

It was an open fire   because the kitchenette and the bathroom had been put on and there was a Trueburn in the kitchenette.  The bathroom was to the left and the kitchenette was to the right. At the end of that wee passage the backdoor was there.   And up the stair there was two bedrooms.

Was there fires in them ?

No just in the big room and the kitchen. 

So quite like the one you had been in ?

Oh yes,

That was what most of the houses were like at that time, two up and two down.  But church cottage was semi detached because Ella Luke lived in the other end of it.

Did you clean the church  when you were at Church Cottage ? 

Aha I did .

Did you work anywhere else ?

Yes  over at Cuil at Coutts’s  

Did you walk there ?

No they came for me  sometimes and sometimes it was wee Paul.  One day he said “this is a great car you don’t need to hold onto the steering wheel”.  It was one of those Imps.  Oh! Oh! my goodness.

Did you got on well with them ?

Oh Aye

Can you remember about Cuil  ?

You went in the front door and to your left and right there were rooms, and you went along the passage there was another wee room.    Then there was the kitchen a great big room with a window that looked down towards Isobel’s.

There was a big room running along like above the kitchen.  She had a big sitting room up there, with her piano and that in it (laughter – the joke ??).  And then there was another stair where the boys where.  Three rooms up there.

So that was it til we went to Kilmorich.

When was that ?

Fifteen years ago.

Fifteen years ?

Fifteen years this  Christmas.  Its fifteen years next month since Willie died. He died in March.  

I really enjoyed Croitachonie (this unsolicited without question) 

Why because ?

Well you had nobody to worry you and you were  on your own.  Well Lizzie was over a wee bit.  Nobody bothered you.

I felt that when we were there as well to move from a house where there’s no one round about you I moved to you take it for granted having the privilege. 

You go out at Kilmorich and you  think, God,  are they looking at you.

I think that’s why people took badly to schemes because every body was watching every body else. (Alice) 

The only thing was it was too near the road ..  and if Willie was out at night.  I never answered the door unless they shouted.

* “the big room”

**  “white leg”   , also called milk leg, occurring in women after childbirth as a result of clotting and inflammation in the femoral veins.

***   Miss Anastasia Noble’s deerhounds.
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